
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
QUICK FACTS 

Lubbock, Texas 

Founded: February 10, 1923 

Enrollment: 37,010 (2017) 

Mascot: Red Raiders 

Colors:  Scarlet & Black 

Web site:  
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/centerfor

campuslife/spiritsquads/ttustunt.php 

Mailing Address: 

Texas Tech University 

2500 Broadway 

Lubbock, TX 79409 

Media Relations Ph:  

806.742.2011  

President:  Lawrence Schovanec 

Athletic Director:  Kirby Hocutt 

Senior Women’s Administrator: 

Judi Henry 

 

Texas Tech CoEd Cheer   

Grand Champion - 2017 

National Title in Division 1A 

Large-Coed  

2017 STUNT Record: 

3-6 overall season record 

3rd Place, Division 1 

 

TEXAS TECH 
 UNIVERSITY 
STUNT TEAM 
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Texas Tech STUNT Schedule:  7 games (3-4) 
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What is STUNT to Texas Tech? 
 

 

 

Hannah Sheaffer, senior, 4th year team member: 

 

“My experience with STUNT going into my second year of competing with the program 

has impacted my life as a cheerleader because it’s such a different type of sport and has 

really pushed me to become stronger and better at what I do. I’ve learned a lot about 

teammwork, leadership, and strategy that I will be able to carry with me in the future. It 

has made our team so much closer which is something that I love. Without STUNT our 

team wouldn’t be as close because it makes us work together in a different way than 

game day cheerleading.” 

 

Rylee Freeman, freshman, 1st year team member: 

 

“As a first year member of this squad it has been a privilege to be on this team. The way 

we all work together as one and support each other, has made us become a true family. 

Through hard work, determination, and having great role models, I am continually 

learning how to be better as an athlete, and as a person. I am so grateful that STUNT has 

allowed me to continue competing in a sport that I love.” 

 

Bruce Bills, head coach, 2nd year in STUNT 

 

“STUNT has been a great fit for us here at Texas Tech. The skills STUNT offers our squad 

pushes us to become better athletes and team members. By participating in STUNT, it 

gives our All-Girl Cheer squad an unique identity and competition element that fits our 

program well. It’s been fun learning and coaching STUNT. We are excited to continue to 

grow in the sport.” 
 



 
 

Bruce Bills begins his seventh year as Head Cheer & 
Mascot Coach, 15th year with the Spirit Program at 
Texas Tech University. Previously, he has served as 
Assistant Cheer Coach and Pom Squad Coach. 
 
Bills led the CoEd Cheer Squad to the program's first 
NCA Division 1A National Championship in 2017. In 
their first year of STUNT competition, Bills coached the 
All-Girl Cheer Squad to a 3rd place finish in Division 1. 

In addition to coaching both All-Girl and CoEd Cheer 
Squads and Raider Red, he oversees recruiting efforts, fundraising procedures, 
appearance scheduling, tryout logistics, and serves as the manager of the website 
and social media sites. 

Bills has worked in the Undergraduate Admissions Office as a recruiter for Texas 
Tech. As an undergraduate student, he worked in the Center for Campus Life as the 
publicist for the Spirit Program.  

He graduated from Texas Tech with a Bachelor of Business Administration in 2007 
and was a Texas Tech Cheerleader for three years. He is currently working towards 
receiving his master's degree in Interdisciplinary Studies with a focus in Sports 
Management, Business Administration, and Higher Education Administration.  

Bills has worked on the National Cheerleaders Association (NCA) staff for seven 
years and served as a Head Instructor.  He also judges and coordinates local 
cheerleading tryouts and competitions. 

Email: bruce.bills@ttu.edu 

Phone: 806-834-2338 

 

 

  

Meet the STUNT  

Head Coach – Bruce Bills 
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Stephanie Rhode starts her 15th year as the Spirit Program Director at Texas 

Tech University. She serves as the administrator to the Cheerleaders and Pom 

Squad, Raider Red, and Masked Rider program. Rhode performs the business 

functions of the program, including financial aspects, academic progress, squad 

travel arrangements, and is the external relations contact for the Spirit Program. 

Rhode serves as the chairperson for the Masked Rider 

Advisory Committee and co-chair for the Spirit 

Coordination Committee. 

 

Rhode is a Unit Associate Director in the Center for 

Campus Life office. Previously, she was the Spirit 

Coordinator for three years and spent several years as a 

volunteer in Parent Relations office. 

 

She is married to Robert, who serves as the Spirit 

Program photographer. She has one daughter, Katie, who 

is a former Tech Cheerleader and Pom Squad member. 
Stephanie also has two sons, Jason & Nick. 

In addition to working with the Spirit Program, Stephanie previously served as a 
gymnastics judge for local and state competitions. 

Rhode graduated from Christian Brothers University with a Bachelor of Science in 
Biology. 

Email: stephanie.rhode@ttu.edu 

Phone: 806.742.5433 

 

 

 

 

Meet the Spirit Program Director  

Stephanie Rhode 
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 Athlete  # Positions 
Year in 
School  

Major Hometown 
Fun facts, 
Points of 
interest 

 

  

 

Hannah 
Sheaffer 

0 Base 
Senior 

(graduating) 

Advertising-
Creative 
Direction 

Dallas, TX 

Born in 
California, 
adopted, 

started own art 
business in 

January 2018 

 

 

 

Jade 
Brown 

1 Base Junior 
Public 

Relations/  
Sports Mgt 

Lake 
Jackson, TX 

I used to dance 

 

  

 

Kayla 
McFarland 

2 Base 
Senior 

(graduating) 
Public 

Relations 
Abilene, TX 

I can lick my 
elbow 

 

 

 

Lexi 
Atkinson 

3 
Top, Mid-

Layer 
Junior Journalism 

Fort Worth, 
TX 

Become Sports 
Broadcaster 

 

  

 

Maddi 
West 

4 
Top, Mid-

Layer, 
Basketer 

Sophomore Pre-Nursing 
Weatherford, 

TX 

Can sing 
alphabet 

backwards 

 

 

 

Brooke 
Henry 

5 Base Freshman 
Public 

Relations 
Dallas TX  

 

  

 

Kendall 
Billstone 

6 
Base, 

Tumbler 
Sophomore 

Early 
Childhood 
Education 

Fort Worth, 
TX 

Gymnast for 9 
years 

Team Roster 



 

 

 

Karsyn 
Hunt 

7 Base Sophomore Pre-Nursing 
Fort Worth, 

TX 

Family moved 
to Florida when 
I came to Tech, 
so going home 

is like a 
vacation 

 

  

 

Mindy 
Gilbert 

8 
Top, Mid-

Layer 
Sophomore Pre-Nursing Waco, TX 

Performed in 
2017 Super 

Bowl halftime 
show 

 

  

 

Paxton 
Barber 

9 
Back 
Base 

Sophomore 
Pre-

Occupational 
Therapy 

Colleyville, 
TX 

Been cheering 
for 15 years 

 

 

 

Ashley 
Grissom 

10 
Base, 

Tumbler 
Sophomore Kinesiology Odessa, TX 

Plan on 
becoming 

neonatal nurse 
practitioner 

 

  

 

Sam 
Smith 

12 
Base, 

Tumbler 
Junior Kinesiology 

San Antonio, 
TX 

I have over 20 
pairs of tennis 

shoes 

 

 

 

Tanner 
Jones 

13 
Base, 

Tumbler 
Junior 

Business 
Marketing 

San Antonio, 
TX 

Tore my ACL 3 
times in span of 

3 years, with 
four surgeries 

 

  

 

Savannah 
Mize 

14 Base 
Senior 

(graduating) 
Public 

Relations 
Houston, TX 

I am an 
Outdoor 

enthusiast; love 
to hunt, fish, 
wakeboard 

 

 

 

Keely 
Ehlers 

15 
Base, 

Tumbler 
Junior 

Business 
Marketing 

Lubbock, TX 

Getting 
marketing 

degree, but 
plan to have 

career as dental 
hygienist. 



 

  

 

Jessica 
Stiglmeier 

16 Base Sophomore Kinesiology 
San Antonio, 

TX 

Born in 
Singapore. 

Love peanut 
butter. 

 

 

 

Decklyn 
O'Neal 

17 
Top, 

Tumbler, 
Basketer 

Sophomore Pre-Nursing Frisco, TX 

Did more pull 
ups & sit ups 
than all the 

boys in 
elementary 

school 

 

  

 

Hunter 
Heck 

18 
Top, 

Tumbler 
Freshman Spanish 

Panhandle, 
TX 

Plan to attend 
Pharmacy 

school 

 

  

 

Rylee 
Freeman 

19 
Top, 

Tumbler 
Freshman Pre-Nursing 

Palm 
Springs, CA 

Only blonde in 
family. 

 

 

 

Whitney 
Wheeler 

22 

Base, 
Mid-

Layer, 
Tumbler 

Sophomore 
Communication 

Studies 
Flower 

Mound, TX 

Two-time World 
Champion 

(Spirit of Texas) 

 

  

 

Taylor 
Harrison 

24 
Top, Mid-

Layer 
Junior 

Public 
Relations 

Lubbock, TX 
Broke femur 

last year 

 

 

 

Madi 
Durham 

25 
Side 
Base, 

Tumbler 
Freshman Pre-Nursing Houston, TX 

Hold handstand 
for over a 

minute 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Team Statistics 



 

 

 

 

Contact Information 

 

Communications Contact:  Amanda Castro-Crist 

806.742.2136 

 

Follow Tech Spirit Program 

Become a fan and follow updates from the Texas Tech Spirit Program on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram. Each year the student leaders attend and perform at over 
150 university and public appearances. News updates as well as pictures are posted 
to the pages below. 

#FAM 

Official pages of the Texas Tech Spirit Program: 
 

Texas Tech STUNT 
 

 

Be sure to follow us on social media for pictures from competition. 

Twitter & Instagram: @ttuSTUNT 

 

 

 

 

Media Information 

http://www.twitter.com/ttustunt

